
Derbyshire volunteers recognised at England Netball’s Goalden Globes 
 

A clutch of committed volunteers from Derbyshire received Awards and recognition 
at a very enjoyable evening at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry on Saturday 19th 
September 2015. Many volunteers from Derbyshire Netball and the East Midlands 
attended the event to cheer on the nominees. 
Recipients of England Netball’s Long Service Award were Sue Danson, Hilary Flint, 
Heather Gleadall, Helen Lillie and Mary Yardley. The badges are awarded to 
volunteers who have given 25 years or over service in a non-playing capacity to 
netball at County, Regional or National levels. All of the above have given that in 
abundance. 
 
Debbie Hopkinson was a nominee for the Mary Bulloch award but missed out on the 
National award. Debbie received the Regional Award in June for her vast contribution 
as an administrator at both Club and County. Debbie’s commitment and expertise to 
the County Academy Programme is extremely valued and in our eyes, she is a 
winner. 
 
Mary Yardley (alongside Dayl Dufrane from the West Midlands) was a winner of the 
Muriel McNally Award for outstanding volunteer work to grassroots netball. Mary 
started as Spotlight Secretary back in 1987 and then went on to be the Grassroots 
League Organiser. After being initiated by Liz Alsop and Kay Smith; the grassroots 
League was later named as the Yardley League. 
Mary went on to become Chairman of Derbyshire Netball from 1999 to 2014. Mary 
and all of her friends and colleagues were delighted to receive this Award, which 
highlights the work done at grassroots, which is a part of netball enjoyed by most of 
its participants. 
 
Then we had the icing on the cake. Carol Spencer was given recognition of her vast 
contribution to Netball by being awarded Honorary Life Membership. This is given to 
people who have given exceptional service to England Netball at National level. 
 
The citation that was read out listed all of Carol’s achievements from a young 16-
year-old county player through to being England Manager, part of Netball Europe 
and a member of the Competition structure at various levels to the present. It must 
be said that Carol’s achievements and huge contribution over all of that time is 
remarkable. Those present were immensely proud (and we know that Liz B would 
have been so chuffed to have been there, but unfortunately was poorly), and in true 
Carol fashion, who had no inkling of this recognition of all her work for netball said – 
“ If I’d known this, I’d have bought a new frock!” 
 
To support this – after a night of imbibing in some wine and dancing with the rest of 
Derbyshire’s contingent; Carol was up early to drive to Loughborough as Sunday 20th 
September was the first fixture of the Regional League. Because of such commitment 
and dedication of all of its volunteers, this is why Derbyshire is proud and is always 
up there with the best. 
 

 


